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No sample size calculation was performed. As this was an initial pilot dose-ranging investigation into SARS-CoV-2 infection in ferrets, 6 animals
per challenge group was selected. As per several other published early reports minimal numbers of animals were used for sequential culls. We
believe it provides important information regarding the ferret model of SARS-CoV-2 going forward.

No data were excluded from the analysis.

Animal experiments were not replicated due to ethical considerations when using animal models.

Samples for RT-qPCR and sgPCR were assayed in duplicate against a standard curve in triplicate.

Animals were randomly allocated to challenge groups according to their social housing upon arrival.

Blinding was used in analysis of the histological slides. Numbers were randomly allocated to slides. Examination and analysis was carried out
blinded and at random by independent pathologists.

Goat anti-ferret IgG conjugated to HRP (Novus Biologics, NB7224)

By immunoelectrophoresis and ELISA this Goat anti-Ferret IgG (H+L) Secondary Antibody [HRP] reacts specifically with ferret IgG and
with light chains common to other ferret immunoglobulins. This may cross react with IgG from other species.

Vero/hSLAM cells [ECACC 04091501], Vero/E6 cells [ECACC 85020206]

Cell lines were obtained from the European Collection of Authenticated Cell Cultures (ECACC) PHE, Porton Down, UK.

All cell lines used were confirmed negative for mycoplasm.

No commonly misidentified cells lines were used in this study.




